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The sacred Turtle Teachings this project is based upon have existed since
the beginning of time and are shared fo fosfer and guide generations

to come. It is with good hearts and minds we honour these original
teachings, so that each one of us can walk the good red road our
ancesfors planned for us. The Toronto Zoo's Turtle Island Conservation
(TIC) programme respecifully acknowledges with infinite gratitude those
who have contributed including all First Nation Elders; First Nation
community members; Traditional Knowledge Keepers; First Nation TIC
Advisory Group members; funding partners; First Nation authors; former
TIC programme coordinators Benny Michaud, Candace Maracle, and
Barbara Filion; TIC assistants Marilyn Desani, Skye Vandenburg, Randy
Pitawanakwat, and Jocelyn Pelltier; and the countless children and youth

who continue fo inspire us for generations o come.

Chi Miigwech, Wahgeh Giizhigo Migizi Kwe (Eileen “Sam” Conroy),
for your tireless, passionate dedication and obvious great love for this
project. VWe are honoured by all of your confributions. Your wealth of
life experience, and commitment fo those who have come before us has

resulted in a wonderful garden of opportunity for those yet to comel

INTRODUCTION

Boozhoo, Aanii, and Welcome to Walking with Miskwaadesil This
story is designed fo invite readers info the world of Species at Risk,
particularly turtles in Ontario, through the eyes of Miskwaadesi—a
Painted turtle. This is a journey which enlists the Traditional
Knowledge of the Anishinaabe People whose fraditional lands
surround the Great Lakes. The wisdom and knowledge contained

in this book includes the authentic voices of recognized Traditional
Knowledge Keepers located in the upper Great Lakes region of
Ontario, Canada.

The Toronto Zoo's Turtle Island Conservation programme hopes that
as you take this journey with Miskwaadesi, you will gain an insight
into the distinct ways of knowing the Anishinaabeg and effectively
contribute to the preservation of wetflands and the creatures that

inhabit them for generations to come.

All my relations,
Misheeken n'dodem, Shkode Neegan Wawaskone,
Shawanaga n’doonji Anishinaabe Kwe n'dow.

Turle Clan, Kim Wheatley, Head of the Fire Flower, Shawanaga First
Nation, Anishinaabe VWoman

Baamaampii Gwaabmiin!
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