Progress at a Turtle’'s Pace:

Matthew J. Aresco, Ph.D.
Lake Jackson Ecopassage Alliance
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90 DOR turtles on 1/3 mile of US 27, February 2000
This photo was sent to FDOT and Leon County
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367 turtles killed in 40 days
Feb-March 2000
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Data Collection

Daily surveys of 1.2 km of highway

Prior to fence construction (22 Feb - 3 Apr 2000)

Fence construction - 1000 m of 0.6 m silt fence along
US27N (April 2000) and US27S (Sept 2000)

Post fence construction (4 Apr 2000-31 July 2006)
77 consecutive months (2098 sampling days)
Total sampling hours = 7061 h
2000-2001 - 4 times daily
2002-2006 - 2 times daily

Counted all individuals of all vertebrate species on road or
behind fences

Transported migrating turtles to other side of road
Monitored culvert use



















« Marked 15% turtles captured
« Recapture rates used to estimate the total number of
individual turtles encountered
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Results Summary

11,267 reptiles and amphibians (dead or
alive) of 45 species in 7 years

9439 turtles of 11 species (8837 saved by the
fences)

Other herps - 1198 aquatic and 564 terrestrial
17 species of mammals DOR

27 species of birds DOR

Recaptured 34% of 1300 marked turtles

Estimated 3000 turtles were captured twice
(during both the 2000 initial and 2001 return
migrations) and total number of individual
turtles encountered was approximately 5825.
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Yellow-bellied slider,
Trachemys scripta

Florida cooter,
Pseudemys floridana




Common musk turtle (Sternotherus odoratus) n=873




Florida softshell (Apalone ferox) n=312




Mud turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum) n=102




Box turtle (Terrapene carolina) n=59




Efficacy of the fences at reducing
roadkill rate (2000-2003)

Pre-fence = 11.9 turtles/km/day
(99-100% of turtles attempting to
cross were killed)

Post-fence = 0.09 turtles /km/day
(<1% of turtles attempting to cross
were killed)




Annual change in probability of turtle being
killed by vehicle attempting to cross U.S. 27
as a function of traffic volume, 1977-2001.

- -Na/
Pdeath- 1- eV

where N = traffic volume / lane / second;

a = kill zone width, v = velocity of turtles (m/sec)
adjusted for hours turtles move (80% traffic
volume 0700-2100)
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Female turtles attracted to
roadside habitats for nesting

Male biased sex ratios of turtle
populations at Lake Jackson due
to chronic annual mortality of
nesting females

A._ ‘l. bl
U'* . Species Male Female % Males

1;3_-__-;;'_-._: Slider 1478 539 73%
"%, Florida cooter 1386 350 80%
A Musk turtle 293 156 65%

Note: slider and cooter have different
mode of TSD than musk turtle




Biased Sex Ratios

Sex ratios of 3 turtle species significantly male-biased
compared to nearby ponds and probably due to
chronic annual road mortality of nesting females

During non-drought conditions, females move
overland more frequently than males and have a
greater probability of being killed by vehicles

Female turtles attracted to artificial nesting habitat of
highway edges

Roads are ecological traps for female turtles




Conservation implications of road
mortality

 Turtle life history traits — long generation
times, late sexual maturity, high adult
survivorship, low annual recruitment.

Populations adjacent to major roads may be
declining via reduced numbers of females

Populations cannot compensate for the
combined effects of annual road mortality (5-
25%) and periodic catastrophic road mortality

events (95-99%) during lake dry-downs.













A Long-term Solution:
Ecopassage consisting of concrete guide walls
and under-highway box culverts
Paynes Prairie Preserve, US 441
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Proposed Turnback Wall (Typical; location TBD}
Wall Location To Be Determined (TBD)
Easement Ne: ary
Proposed Fence/ Barrier (TBD)
Existing Culvert {To Remain/Replace)

d Culverts

d Culvert (Conditional)

LEON COUNTY
Ecopassage

Study Site

PROJECT LOCATION

L ake Jackson
ECOPASSAGE
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Migration Patterns of Turtles and other Wildlife
between Lake Jackson
and Little Lake Jackson, Leon County, Florida:
Justification for the Construction of a
Wildlife Barrier along U.S. Highway 27

12 September 2001

Report to the Florida Department of
Transportation

Matthew J. Aresco
Department of Biological Science
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-1100
aresco@bio.fsu.edu




Migration Patterns of Turtles and other Wildlife
between Lake Jackson
and Little Lake Jackson, Leon County, Florida:
Justification for the Construction of a
Wildlife Barrier along U.S. Highway 27

12 September 2001

Report to the Florida Department of
Transportation

Matthew J. Aresco
Department of Biological Science
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-1100
aresco@bio.fsu.edu

= No action by FDO




MITIGATION MEASURES TO REDUCE HIGHWAY MORTALITY OF
TURTLES AND CTHER HERPETOFAUNA AT A NORTH FLORIDA LAKE
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www.lakejacksonturtles.org

Over 70,000 hits since September 2002
Site visits from over 60 countries




Established a nonprofit citizen’s action
group in December 2002:
Lake Jackson Ecopassage Alliance, Inc

» Currently almost 500 members both locally
nationally, and internationally

« > 500 letters and emails sent to FDOT, Leon
County, state and Federal legislators




| Support the ”*
LAKE JACKSON

ECOPASSAGE

www.lakejacksonturties.org




Local and National Media Attentioh
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A turtle takes

this turtle's
new home.

F'SU grad student snaps to the defense of turtles

Facing drought and hostile
lisherman, they need help.

By David Twiddy

DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER

It's h being a turtle these
daysin Jackson.

The Iake's drying-out has
forced scores of the slow-footed
teptiles into the usually destruc-
tive path of traffic, Those that stay
behind aren't doing much better,
ruming afoul of machete-armed
anglers who sometimes hack them
up o protect their bait worms or
to retrieve their favorite hooks,

But if turtles have guardian
angels, the ones in Lake Jackson
have Matthew Aresco.

The Florida State University
graduate student, who has studied
turtles for seven years, has taken
up their cause — he's put up
alﬁns. asked county officials to
help divert turtles away from the
deathtrap of busy U.S, 27 North,
where he has found close to 80
carcasses since January, and per-
suaded state wildlife officers to

start cruising the banks 1o stop
turtle butchery.

Aresco acknowledges this is
not & Sexy issue, and most of the
turtles dying are not on anyone’s
endangered species list. But he's
says it sxlill‘;ﬁcﬁ ht thing to do,

“They're very beneficial to the
Iake's ecology,” he said, noting
the amount of hydrilla and other
nuisance plants the turles eat.
“They're like cows in the lnke.
Fishermen should like these
turtles.”

Make no mistake, Aresco loves
turtles.

Always fascinated by them, his
buck?'ﬂn-l is dotted with sunken
kiddie pools filled with the clam-
bering reptiles, muny of which he
warmly calls pets. He added that
it helps to have a research subject
much slower than yourself,

But his backyard holds some
terrapin nightmares as well,

He has filled & kitchen garbiage
can with the flattened remnants of
turtles he's found along a quarter
mile strip of 1.8, 27 North, killed
as they tred to move to Little
Lake Jackson, where there still is

Lake Jackson’s troubled wildlife

WateT.

A dangerous migration

Walking along the road, you
can easily find shell fragments. In
fact, on a random tour, Aresco
and two journafists fourd a cooter
and o mud turile, both females,
about to begin the trek. Aresco
carried them to safety on the other
side,

A metal culvert runs under
U.S. 27, but turtles typically cross
from lnke to lake in a straight line.

Mike Willett, Leon County’s
public works director, and David
Zeigler, an official with the state
De t of T

MIKE EWEN / Damocral |

Cooters and sliders ||
Twa kinds of Lake Jackson turties
maost often killed on roads and by
fishermen:

The Florida Cooter has a dark
shall with faint yellow markings.
It aiso has yollow markings on
its haad and feet, || grows to
13 inches in length,

The Slidor has a

ion's

environmental management
office, said this week that they are
considering building a low fence
along the bushes on the shoulder
of the road. The turtles would
bump into the fence and be fun-
neled to the culvert, where they
could cross safely, Stte officials
have done similar projects around

Please see TURTLES, 5A

dark shell with lghter wide
bars. It has a yollow patch
behind each eye and two black
spots on a bright yellow bally. It
grows to 11 inches In iangth,

JOHN ROBERGE Tomocrat

March 3, 2000

Tallahassee Democrat
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From PaGe 3

TURTLES:

‘Fishermen should
like these turtles’
From 3A

the state for bears and other
wildlife.

“Part of my job and the com-
mitment of the department is
making sure things like (turtles)
don’t get killed,” Zeigler said.

In another bin in Aresco’s
backyard he keeps the bodies of
turtles he found at the southern-
most tip of the lake’s Meginnis
Arm. But these didn’t die acciden-
tally. They have cut throats,
snapped necks, faces removed
with knives or wire cutters — if
they have heads at all.

Unsettling stories for simple
nature lovers. Devastating for a
turtle researcher.

“It’s a shame that people will
kill a turtle that's 20 or 30 years
old to save a hook that’s 2 cents,”
said Aresco, himself a fisherman,
as he studied a headless Florida
cooter he found floating on
Thursday.

“This gets me so upset when I
see that.”

Fishermen are a problem
The main culprit, of course, is
the drought. Already this year,
Tallahassee is six inches below
normal rainfall. As the water
retreats, the turtles become more
concentrated in the remaining
pockets of water — as do the fish
sought by anglers. While turtles
typically eat plants and carrion,

MIKE EWEN / Democrat

Aresco checks out a Lake Jackson resident; he erected the sign to
try to cut down on the killing of the turtles.

they’ll gladly take bait worms,
which puts them in conflict with
the anglers.

“The most horrific I've seen
was (last week) where I found this
turtle crawling — it literally had
no front of its head,” Aresco said.

While fishing for turtles for
food is legal, wounding them and
leaving them to die is not. Offi-
cials with the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion call it “wanton destruction of
wildlife” and say it is a second-
degree misdemeanor, punishable
with up to $500 in fines and six
months in jail.

Aresco said he’s talked to indi-
vidual fishermen about the prob-
lem, even offering to show them
how to easily remove fish hooks.
Most often, he said they reply that
turtles are pests. Or they deny see-
ing anyone do it.

Recovery may take time

But the bodies keep coming —
close to 30 in the last two months

in this cove alone. He installed a
series of yellow signs recently,
warning that it was a research area
and killing turtles is illegal. One
mor'n_jn%, he found an old cooter
with a broken neck at the foot of
one of his signs.

Most of the turtles dying in the
lake and on the road are nonen-
dangered cooters and yellowbelly
sliders. But Aresco worries about
the sheer number of turtles dying.
It takes eight to 10 years for a
turtle to mature enough to repro-
duce, meaning a loss of adults
equates to fewer turtles in the
future.

While Aresco’s attempts to
educate anglers have been largely
unsuccessful, he said he hopes the
roadkill on U.S. 27 will decrease
once the fence is up. Then he can
stop his weekly collections of the
dead — on the asphalt, anyway.

“You’re not trying to change
people’s behavior,” Aresco said
of the fence. “You're changing
the turtles’ behavior, which is a
lot easier to do.”




Surviving Drought

LAKE JACKSON'S TURTLES

Text and Photographs by
Matthew J. Aresco

As the spring of 2000
approached, dozens of dead
turtles began to accumulate daily
along U.S. 27 N as they left the
drying lake and tried to cross the
highway towards Little Lake
Jackson.

Florida Wildlife e e

|I"I|' by a blast of air as it passes. Hidden in

] B the low brush at the edge of U.S. 27

M a rC h —Ap r I I 2 O O 2 B near Tallahassee is a Florida cooter,
{  aturtle that hatched from an n the

living in the lake, but today she must leave. The lake
aters had been slowly receding for months and this
mormning she crawled out of a muddy drying pool to
begin a dangerous migration to find new water.
Ancient instincts directed her west, somehow
knowing that there was water in the distance.

She forced her larg mored body through the
thick vegetation and by afternoon she had slowly
climbed the steep slope that leads to the highway,

back down several times before reaching the
top. After pausing to rest, she leaves the cover of the
roadside brush and stretches her neck to use all her
senses 1o guide her. Water and a new home are only a
few hundred yards away, but the landscape between
her and her goal is strangely unfamiliar. She could
not know that short *tch of open ground ahead
15 a killing zone for turtles; she only knows that she
must cross to the other side

Driving north on U.S. 27, I squint my eyes and
see the familiar silhoue! ym a quarter mile away
I quickly pull my truck off the road, get out, and race
towards her. | would have only a few seconds to save
her. A line of rush hour traffic is rapidly approaching
and the turtle, paused in the center of the northbound
lane, is confused and trying to 1 bearing on her

ition. Seeing me running towards her, she pulls
ad into the safety of her shell, not aware that
the real danger is the rolling thunder of the machines

piloted by motorists oblivious to her plight. | snatch

26 FLORIDA WILDLIFE / March-April 2002




Che Boston Globe
Student seeks safe path for migrating turtles

By Debra Weyermann
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

TALLAHASSEE — In a few weeks,
Matthew Aresco begins his fourth year of
darting into traffic on US Highway 27 in
an effort to rescue turtles heading for the
wetlands.

The 39-year-old doctoral student
came to Florida State University from
Connecticut to study the ecological role of
turtles living in Florida wetland lakes.
Driving on Route 27 near Lake Jackson,
he found that the turtles were being
crushed by the hundreds along a mile-
long stretch of the highway as they tried
to make their way to higher water on the
other side of the road.

“On a bad day, it’s a mess of goo and
bones,” Aresco said. “All along the high-
way here are thousands of turtle bones in
the grass, like some horrible turtle mass
grave site.”

Aresco began spending up to nine
hours a day trying to rescue the turtles as
they attempted to cross the busy four-
lane highway.

He threads through traffic carrying
the turtles, some weighing up to 30
pounds, to safety. Though he’s saved
more than 8,000 turtles so far, he says, it
is not enough.

The Florida Department of Transpor-
tation has given him permission, and
some materials, to build a temporary ny-
lon fence to help guide the turtles to a cul-
vert so they can safely cross the highway.

Jut Aresco wants the department to
build up to four more culverts along this
portion of the highway and a wall to di-

AP PHOTO

All along the highway here are thousands
of turtle bones in the grass, like some
horrible turtle mass grave site.’

MATTHEW ARESCO, doctoral student at Florida State University

rect the animals to the new underground
passageways.

Turtles are killed in Tallahassee more
often than any other place in the United
States, Aresco said.

“The ratio of male to female turtles
here is about four to one and that’s not
good,” Aresco said. “Some turtles take 15
to 20 years to reach reproductive age. If

adult females are being killed at this rate,
it will impact populations, perhaps to the
point they cannot recover.”

Other animals are killed along this
same stretch of highway, Aresco said. The
path to the culvert is filled with all sorts of
animal tracks, including those made by
alligators and racoons.

“They will use the culverts,” Aresco

said.

Leon County Commissioner Dan Win-
chester, who grew up on Lake Jackson
and still lives there, said he is dedicated to
Aresco’s cause.

“Aside from the fact that Lake Jackson
generates $20 million a year for this coun-
ty, there are the public safety issues,”
Winchester said. “We have a plan to turn
the whole lake into a passive, eco-tourism
type park, so everyone can enjoy its beau-
ty and wildlife. We need the turtles
there.”

The highway department sympa-
thizes, but money is tight, said Ed Pres-
cott, Florida’s Department of Transporta-
tion secretary for District 3.

The culverts Aresco wants could cost
up to $3 million. The department receives
some money each year for ecological im-
provements, but requests for funds to
help the Lake Jackson turtles compete
with other requests for species such as the
Florida panther and the black bear.

“We’ve authorized $100,000 to con-
duct a proper study” for the culverts,
Prescott said. “We’ll have to see what hap-
pens after that.”

Aresco bristled at this plan. “Data is
data,” he said. “I've got a foot-thick sheaf
of it. They should go directly to design
now.”

Lake Jackson is shallow and typical of
many Florida wetland areas, teeming
with vegetation and wildlife. Built before
current environmental laws were en-
acted, US 27 bisects the 4,000-acre lake.

The highway would never have been
approved for construction today.




BBC Wildlife
February 2003
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Lake Jackson
Ecopassage

Providing a Safe Path for Wildlife

Florida Cooter

Pig Frog

ake Jackson Ecopassage Alliance
P. 0. Box 180891
allahassee, FL 32318

Phone: (850) 562-3093
urtles@lakejacksonturtles.org
Jakejacksonturtles.org

Lake Jackson Ecosystem
Lake Jackson is a large shallow lake
north of Tallahassee in Leon County,
Florida. Lake Jackson experiences
annual fluctuations in water lewel and
partial or almost complete drydowns
during periods of drought.

Musk Turtie

Lake Jackson is designated as a State
Aguatic Preserve and an Qutstanding
Water Body, and is considered one of
Leon County's most precious natural
resources. Lake Jackson supports
populations of many species of fish,
aguatic birds, mammals, reptiles and
amphibians.

The Problem: Road Mortality

Awildlife mortality crisis is occurring at
Lake Jackson on U S Highway 27, a

road that bisects the lake. Thisroad is a

busy 4-lane divided highweay with over
21,500 vehicles per day.

Mormal annual fluctuations in water
lewels and periodic drydowns cause
willdlife to attempt to migrate across this
highweay . To prewent turtles and cther
willdlife from being killed on this road,
temporary nylon silt-fences were

constructed to divert animals through a
culvert under the road.

s

Turtles being redirected
by temporary fence

In 33 months, over 8,600 turtles
have been found attemptingto
cross the road at this site, the

highest rate ever documented for
any road mortality site in the world.

These fences were monitored from 2000-

2003 and 432 species of reptiles and
amphibians and 15 species of mammals

wiere documented attempting to cross or

were found dead on the road.

Turtles and other wildlife play an
important role in lake ecosystems by
gating invasive species of plants like
Hydrilla and scavenging on dead

ecosystem functioning in Lake Jackson .

material. These animals maintain proper

Wildlife on the highway is also a threat to
motorist safety: large alligators, softshell
and snapping turtles (up to 30 |bs.)
frequently attempt to cross this road.

This 7-foot alligator was Killed
crossing US Highway 27

The Solution: An Ecopassage

To allowe wildife to continue their natural
migration across this highway, a series of
cuUlverts and guidewalls can be
constructed to allow thess animals to
pass unharmed under the road. The
ecopassage below was recently
constructed by the Florida Department of
Transportation at Payne's Prairie on

U5 441 near Gainesville.
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Organizations and Agencies Officially Endorsing the
Lake Jackson Ecopassage

Alachua Audubon Society

American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals

American Tortoise Rescue

Annie's Homegrown Organic Pasta

Apalachee Ecological Conservancy, Inc
Auburn Herpetological Society

Betton Hills Neighborhood Association
California Turtle and Tortoise Club

Canadian Amphibian and Reptile Conservation
Network

The Canoe Shop

Center for North American Herpetology

Coastal Plains Institute

Conservation Services Southeast

Dallas-Fort Worth Herpetological Society
Defenders of Wildlife

Environmental Services Program, FSU

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Florida Lake Management Society

Florida Natural Areas Inventory

Florida Public Interest Research Group

Florida Wildlife Federation

Friends of Lake Jackson

Gainesville Herpetological Society

Gopher Tortoise Council

Gulf Specimen Marine Lab

Heart of the Earth

Herpetologists' League

Humane Society of the United States
Jacksonville Herpetological Society

Lake Jackson Ecopassage Alliance, Inc.
Leon County

Mid Atlantic Turtle and Tortoise Society
Minnesota Herpetological Society

National Audubon Society

National Wildlife Federation

Native Nurseries

New York Turtle and Tortoise Society
Northwest Florida Water Management District
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC)
Paynes Prairie Wildlife Coalition

Saint Francis Wildlife Association

Saint Louis / Midwest Turtle & Tortoise Society
Savannah River Ecology Laboratory

Sierra Club

Tortoise Trust

Turtle and Tortoise Club of Florida

United States Geological Survey

World Chelonian Trust




Work directly with local government
decision-makers, politicians, and
staff
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__ CouNty
COMMISSION

The Leon County Commission
took the foliowing action at
its Tuesday meeting:

m Turtle passages OK'd:
Unanimously approved
measures to help find
state and federal funding
for underground
“ecopassages” Tor turtles
crossing U.S. Highway 27
at Lake Jackson. Matt
‘Aresco, a Florida State
University doctoral
student, asked
comimissioners to fund the
seties of underground
culverts for turtles and
other wildlife. Without the
culverts, he said more
turtles would die on the
road than anywhere else in

North America. A number

of people came to the
meeting to support
Aresco,

B Fee hike OK'd: Voted 50
to approve increases in
building permit fees. The
fees, which go into effect
next month, will raise an
estimated $545,000 for
county growth
management. With the
increases, it was
estimated that the cost to
permit a single-family
home will go up $114.

m Center gets name:
Unanimously approved
naming the new
Chaires-Capitola
Community Center after
Dorothy C. Spence.

2.B'/'Tallahassee Demacrat » Wednesday, April 23, 2003

LEON COUNTY COMMISSION —

The Leon County
Commission took the
following action during its
Tuesday meeting:

Lake Jackson crossing:
Approved a $100,000
state study on wildlife
passages at U.S. Highway
27 and Lake lackson. The
study, funded through the
state Department of
Transportation, wil
evaluate ways to help
wildlife cross the roadway
between Lake Jackson and
Little Lake Jackson. In
September, Matt Aresco, a
biclogical science doctoral
student at Florida State
University, asked
commissioners for help in
protecting turtles that
cross the road. He said
hundreds are struck by
cars and killed each year.
The study will give
recommendations on
whether to proceed with

undergreund tunnels to
shuttle wildlife across the
raad, walls to keep them
off the road or a
combination of both.

m Jackson View Park:
Approved submission of
an application for a
$200,000 state grant for
deveiopment of the new
Jackson View Park. The
A4-acre park is located off
{.5. Highway 27 along the
shores of Lake Jackson.
Planned improvements
include trails, boardwaiks,
fishing and wildlife
ohservation piers, picnic
facilities, interpretive
programs, ecosystem
rehabilitation and parking.
The county is applying
through the Department of
Environmentat Protection’s
land and water
conservation fund.

8 For more information, go to
- the county’s Web site at
www.co.leon.fl.us.




Summer 2003

District 3 Annual Update

from Dan Winchester, District 3 Commissioner

th the femporary measure o0 many accidents are being coused by wildife o crossings.

Lake Jackson Ecopassage:
Where Road Safety Meets Enwronmental Protection

ackson’s health has b Most important of all, migrating
2ging »  wildlife threatens r wrist safety.
While thankfully no one has

accidents that

on and Little » | Lake Jackso age tc drive by this ar

motorists s ali mot e Lake r more  information, contact

Widening I-10 Does
Not Have to Threaten

Matthew Aresco with the Lake

Lake Jackson

Whilo | agree that |10 needs to be
Ll

mproved, my discussions with
ditizen groups, environmental agencies,
and the Department of Transportation
(FDOT) have shown me that we can
improve |-10 without hurting Lake
Jackson. We have invested millions of
dollars in the Lake lackson cleanup, and
we don't want to make the mistakes of the
past. We should keep a sensitive eye on
protecting the tax dollars spent on this
environmental and recreational jewel,

I am working with the Friends of Lake
Jackson to ensure that there is no new
impact on Lake Jackson. Nancy McGrath,
President of the Friends of Lake Jackson, is
serving on the FDOT Project Advisory
Group and is also forming a Citizens
Advisory Group. McGrath says, "Working
with FDOT this early in their design
process is an unusual opportunity to have
input regarding the needs of our unique
aquatic preserve. Our goal is to make sure
this particular 2.5 mile stretch of the 10
expansion, which crosses directly through
the Lake lackson Basin, is constructed in
the most environmentally sensitive
manner possible”
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Thank you for your interest. It is an honor to serve the people c

Sincerely,

7

I want to hear from you! You can call me at my County Commission office

at 487-1157 or at home at 562-2001, or you can e-mail me at
danw@mail.co.leon.fl.us

Our first “Let’s Talk” Session will take place on Tuesday, September 9th
at the Lake Jackson Library branch (in the Food Lion shopping center)

from 5:30-7:30 pm.

wildlife is threate

Lake Jackson is

additional cost to
taxpayers will
permanent series of

Jackson Ecop e Alliance at

562-3093.

At no cost to you, the Lake Jackson Ecopassage will be a secure passage for
wildlife and will protect motorist safety.




Progress {0 a permanent ecopassage

Sept. 2002 - Leon County Commissioners direct transportation
planning staff to seek the funding for an ecopassage on U.S. 27

Oct. 2002 - FDOT Environmental Management Office allocates
$125,000 for a feasibility study (to be managed by the County)

Nov. 2002 — Leon County establishes the Lake Jackson
Ecopassage Scientific Advisory Group

Aug. 2003 - Leon County hires Kimley-Horn to conduct a design
feasibility study

November 2004 — MPQO approves preferred design alternative
(wall and 4 culvert system)

December 2004 — Feasibility Study completed

May 2005 — MPO approves start of $60,000 Project
Development and Environment study (PD&E)

January 2007 — Kimley-Horn completes PD&E
January 2007 FDOT allocates $436,00 for design contract




State Transportation Project Development

Counties ‘ Met it MITDCI) na O
Transportation Work Program _ (Metropolitan Flanning Org)
SSNEI Ol | ransportation Improvement Plan
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Department
of Transportation
Five year work program
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Design, Engineering, Permitting

Right of Way Acquisition

Construction



Funding Sources for Wildlife

Crossings

Federal Transportation Enhancement Funds under
SAFETEA

State DOT Ecosystem Management Funds or
Discretionary Environmental Mitigation funds

Public/Private Partnerships







www.savetheredbelly.org
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