
Kids 4 Turtles: Kids Project or Serious Environmental Issue?
By: Kristy Hiltz*

Kids Project or Serious Environmental Issue?  Actually Kids 4 Turtles is both! Kids 4
Turtles started two years ago at Rollin’ Acres independent school near Peterborough.
The children at Rollin’ Acres noticed that turtles were being run over by vehicles as
they crossed the road near their school.  The children, age 4-10, made their own signs
to help inform motorists of the presence of turtles on the road, but they were
vandalized.  The children decided it was time to get more permanent signs erected.
And so it began.  The children started writing letters to local merchants to make
donations to raffles, they approached town councils, they talked their parents into
placing donation jars in their businesses. Brianna Cheyne, 7, Jordan, 8, and Adam, 5,
convinced their stepfather, Wendell Wilson to donate $1 of the cost of an oil change at
his garage to the turtle crossing fund.  The kids also signed up sponsors for their hike-
a-thons.  In the end the kids managed to raise over $4,000 for turtle crossing signs.

While raising money for turtle crossing signs was fun to do, the children’s efforts gave a
voice to a serious environmental issue – the worldwide catastrophic population decline
of most of the world’s species of turtles. Some species are already extinct, and many
more are endangered. Areas where turtles are especially at risk include Asia, North
America and in the oceans around the world. Loss of habitat, the pet trade, air and
water pollution, and roadkill are all significant problems.  In North America some
experts feel that the most significant cause of turtle mortality is being hit by a motor
vehicle.  Female turtles are the most likely victims as they cross roads to reach nesting
sites.  Female turtles return to the same nesting site year after year.

Newsletter of the Adopt-A-Pond Wetland Conservation Programme
          www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond

Turtles, turtles, turtles!

Table of Contents
Kids 4 Turtles…….…1-3
Lily Pads & Cattails.….4
Turtle Crossing Signs..4
Call’ um of the Wild….5
Ribbet’s Review……….6
SER………………………6
A Cold Snap…………...7
Habitat Maze Game….8
Kawartha TurtleWatch…8

Continued on Page 2

Vol. 12  No. 1         Spring 2002



Amphibian Voice 2

Turtles have a unique life history which make
them especially susceptible to population decline.
They are a long-lived species that take many years
to reach maturity. Once they reach breeding age,
females are capable of reproducing for most of
their adult lives. In order to sustain the turtle
population, the females need to reproduce
frequently over their life span. Very few eggs hatch
as a result of predation (as raccoon populations
increase in urban areas the threat of predation
increases) and even fewer hatchlings survive to
maturity. Researchers have found that as few as
one of out of every 100 hatchlings survive to reach
adulthood!

Turtles occupy a unique niche in the ecosystem,
as they are both terrestrial and aquatic. They are
opportunistic feeders, eating any food available to
them. Small turtles may be herbivorous, eating
plants, or they may also eat insects. Large
snapping turtles are heavy feeders on aquatic
vegetation and carrion, and therefore are very
beneficial to our recreational waters. Healthy
turtle populations will reduce the amount of
vegetation in the lakes and reduce carrion in the
water and on the shore. This means cleaner
beaches! If carrion is left to rot in the water it will
increase bacterial counts and deplete oxygen,
contributing to algae blooms.  Kids 4 Turtles call
turtles, the garbage collectors of lakes and
wetlands.

Kids 4 Turtles has successfully obtained the
approval of municipal politicians to erect the
signs.  Each sign, installed, costs $100.  So far,
they have selected 14 locations to erect the signs.

Kids 4 Turtles is a fun project that addresses a
serious environmental concern.  The children of
Rollin’ Acres have proved that with a little
persistence and some creativity it is possible to
help turtles!

*Editor’s Note
Dr. Kristy Hiltz is a veterinarian in Peterborough,
Ontario.  She and Jan Rowland, owner and
teacher of Rollin’ Acres Independent School,
assisted the children in their campaign to save
turtles.

Karen Hicks, a freelance writer and photographer
in Peterborough, Ontario, wrote the above articles,
which appeared in the Toronto Star.

TURTLE TRIVIA
1. There are 9 turtle species in Ontario. (Spotted

Turtle, Snapping Turtle, Wood Turtle, Map
Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Musk Turtle,
Midland Painted Turtle, Western Painted
Turtle and Eastern Spiny Softshell Turtle.

2. Females often use gravel on road shoulders for
nesting.

3. Delayed onset of sexual maturity—some
Snapping Turtle females don’t breed until they
are between 13 and 18 years of age!

4. Turtles do not exhibit a compensatory
response to adult mortality by increasing
reproductive output.

5. Up to 30% of turtles on the road are killed by
motor vehicles.

Continued from Page 1



Amphibian Voice 3

The Kids 4 Turtles children wrote
numerous letters, including letters
to town council and requests for
raffle donations.  The grand prize
for the raffle was a DVD player
from Canadian Tire in
Peterborough.

Here are some examples of their
work!


