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Project Rescousse:  The Turtle Rescue Beer
By: Sarah Ingwersen

Project Rescousse is a unique initiative to help
imperiled wildlife.  The project has two primary
goals: to raise funds for
species at risk and to
increase awareness of
endangered species.
How does Project
Rescousse accomplish its
goals? With a beer…

Project Rescousse is a
not-for-profit
organization.  It began
when a highly innovative
trio made up of Alain
Branchaud, Andrée
Gendron (both
biologists) and Michel
Cusson
(photographer/web designer) devised an
ingenious plan to help species at risk.  The

concept, brilliant in its
simplicity, was to
develop a premium
craft beer to be sold
in liquor stores and
donate all royalties to
species and habitat
conservation.  So with
help from partners, RJ

Brewers and Premier Brands the beer was
developed and after partnering with Wildlife

Habitat Canada
foundation, Project
Rescousse was poised to
make a difference in
species recovery.

The funds raised are
channeled to projects that
aid the recovery of species
at risk in Ontario, as
designated by the federal
Species At Risk Act (SARA).
The main priorities for the
funds are projects that
facilitate access, restore
and protect habitat.

Rescousse, also dubbed the SOS beer, was first
launched in Quebec.  The Quebec version is a
flavourful red ale and the flagship species is
Copperhead Knight (a fish).  In the May 2002,
Project Rescousse was introduced to Ontario.
The beer is a pilsner, and the species is the
Eastern Spiny Softshell Turtle.

The Eastern spiny Softshell (Apalone spinifera
spinifera) is a threatened freshwater turtle in
southern Quebec and Ontario.  This unique turtle
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 has a flexible, olive-green leathery shell and is
named for the row of spiny projections along the
front edge of its carapace. Adult females are
typically twice the size of adult males and they
are both highly aquatic. They are very secretive,
but may be seen basking on beaches, sandbars,
logs and shoreline rocks. In Ontario, Softshell

turtles are found in the Thames and Sydenham
Rivers, Rondeau Provincial Park, Long Point
National Wildlife Area and in a few other
isolated areas. Estimates of the number of Spiny
Softshell turtles in Ontario are below 2000 with
less than 100 remaining in Quebec.

Habitat fragmentation and loss is the major
factor in the decline of Eastern Spiny Softshell
turtles. They were listed as threatened by
COSEWIC (Committee On the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada) in 1991. The
Softshell is protected under the Ontario Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Act that forbids the
collection of turtles for human consumption or
the pet trade.

Where can you get Rescousse?  Look for the
beautiful artwork by Ghislain Caron with design
by Adigraph Communication on the box.   It is
sold at most LCBO (Liquor Control Board of
Ontario) stores.  If you can’t find it at your local
LCBO talk to the manager and order it at no
extra charge.  The beer is sold in six packs and
sells for $10.45.  Please remember, always drink
responsibly and never drink and drive.  But if you
are going to have a drink—save a turtle!

Adopt-A-Pond’s 1st Annual
Turtle Tracking Event

By Phung Tran

On Sunday, August 11, 2002, the Adopt-A-Pond
Programme, along with the Rouge Valley
Conservation Centre, held its first annual Turtle
Tracking Event in the Rouge Valley.

Thirty people showed up to hike the trails of the
Rouge Valley, and then participate in four, fun
Snapping turtle stations.  The participants
learned about Adopt-A-Pond’s Rouge Valley
Biodiversity study, as well as about Snapping
Turtles themselves, and their hibernating and
nesting behaviors.  The group also tracked a
turtle using radio telemetry, a technique used in
the Adopt-A-Pond study, in which the turtles are
fitted with radio transmitters that emit a certain
frequency.  Using an antenna, one is able to
hear “beeps” from the turtles from up to 500
metres away.

The turtle-tracking event was a big success and
everyone had a great time.  Thank you to all
who came out and participated in the summer
heat, and a special thanks to Bill Lewis and
everyone at Rouge Valley Conservation Centre.
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