Feeding the Animals at the Zoo

Number of Vertebrate Animals: 13,000

Food Costs: $927,000.
Weight of Food Per Day:  3 tonnes

Animal Nutrition Centre Staff: Seven
Public Feedings: 
South African fur seals


Polar Bear


River Otter
Formulating a Diet:

Proper nutrition is vital to keep the Zoo animals in top condition.  This involves deciding what each animal is to eat and how much it will be given.  The Toronto Zoo employs a full time nutritionist for just this purpose.

To decide on a diet for a Zoo animal you must first know what it eats in the wild.  Locally available  food that comes as close as possible to matching the wild diet forms the basis for the Zoo diet.  For example, lions prey upon many herbivore animals in the wild and at the Zoo they are given a special carnivore mix, consisting of 93% lean horse meat and 7% carnivore vitamin and mineral supplement. Herbivores, such as zebras, receive specially made pellets in addition to their ration of hay.  The pellets are composed of hay, grains, vitamins and minerals in a compact form.

Preparing the Food:

All the animal food at the Zoo is prepared centrally in a kitchen called the Animal Nutrition Centre.  Here, staff assemble specific meals, working from detailed menus for each species.  A separate meal is prepared for each individual animal or for each group, depending on how the animals are fed.  This allows for a particular animal’s diet to be adjusted.  Extra nutrients can be provided in the case of a pregnancy or a nursing mother .

The food the animals eat is all of the highest quality, and many food items would be suitable for human consumption.  A wide variety of fruits, vegetables, seeds and grains are obtained from commercial suppliers.   Much of the fruit is fed to the fruit-eating birds in a unique form developed at the Toronto Zoo.  Chopped fruits quickly dry out and spoil if not fed right away.  To overcome this problem a special gelatin/fruit mixture with added vitamin and mineral supplements has been created.  This keeps the fruit tasty and fresh for a much longer period and the birds seem to like this type of food.  It also ensures that the birds receive adequate amounts of the vitamins and minerals to help preserve good health.  Other similar diets have been devised for turtles, bats, reptiles, amphibians and fish.

Large walk-in freezers in the Animal Nutrition Centre hold the horsemeat and fish rations for the carnivores.  Some of the smaller meat eaters are occasionally given whole chicks, rats of mice.  These food animals are humanely gassed and are important for the roughage they provide in the diet.  Insect eating animals (insectivores) are fed crickets and mealworms, which are purchase from commercial suppliers.  These food animals come in various sizes.

Feeding:

The keepers have the responsibility of ensuring that each animal gets its full share of allotted food. An important part of their task is to notice if any animal does not seem to be eating with its usual appetite.  As in humans, this is often one of the first signs of illness. 

Feeding may take place at any time of day, though there are scheduled public feedings for  several species.  Many animals are fed at closing time in their holding areas.  Animals readily enter their holding areas when they learn that they are fed there.  Large carnivores are usually fed individually in a separate areas to avoid fights over food.

Nuts, grains, seeds or monkey chow (dry, special formula biscuits) may be scattered on the ground or hidden in several locations in the exhibit.  Searching for food in a natural way is good “occupational” activity for animals and helps prevent boredom. Large bones and beef heads are given twice a week to the large carnivores to maintain healthy gums and teeth.

Due to the need to provide the animals with an appropriate and carefully balanced diet visitors are not allowed to feed animals at the Zoo.

Zoo Menus

Tiger: (each female)

· 6 kg Toronto Zoo feline meat diet, every day but Tuesday

· ½ beef head, Tuesday

· 1 shank bone, Thursday

· 1 rabbit, Tuesday


American Alligator: (each)

· Herring 225 g, Saturdays only

· Rats 490 g, Saturdays only

· Thiamine table 50 mg ¼ tablet per animal in fish

· Vitamin E Capsule, 2 in each fish



Giraffe: (each)

· Herbivore pellets 4 kg

· Alfalfa hay 2.5 kg

· Timothy hay 2.5 kg

· Apples 90 g

· Onions 120 g

· Bananas 30 g

· Yams 100 g

· Parsnips 60g

· Red beets 40 g

· Salt blocks- Cobalt  iodized 

· Vitamin E

· Browse 1 kg

· Salt blocks- Trace mineralized

· Salt blocks- Plain

· Horse Crunch treats 100 g (offer as occasional treats)


Elephant

· Apples 0.5 kg

· Carrots 2 kg

· Timothy hay 31 kg

· Browse, offered as available

· Fiber Plus Herbivore Cubes 19 kg

· Onions 400 g

· Salt blocks- Plain

· Salt blocks- Cobalt  iodized 

· Salt blocks- Trace mineralized

· Free running iodized salt .6 kg

· Peanut butter and sunflower seeds offered as enrichment 

· A variety of  four vegetables, daily,  for training

Northern Bald Eagle:

· Lean horsemeat 700 g, Monday only

· TZ Plain carnivore meat diet, 300 g, Tuesday and Friday

· 6 inch neck bone, 300 g, Tuesday

· 5 black mice, 100 g, Wednesday

· 4 chicks, 140 g, Thursday

· 1 herring, 200 g, Thursday

· 1 small rabbit, 750 g, Saturday

· 1 large rat, 300 g, Friday
Royal Python:

· Mice 25 g, Wednesdays only

· Vitamin E
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